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February 23, 1998 Film info line: ext. 465 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART HAS FAITH IN FILM 

(Cleveland, OH) In keeping with the current Cleveland Museum of Art exhibition Vatican 
Treasures, March films at the CMA are devoted entirely to faith — perhaps the biggest of the 
“big” themes a filmmaker can address. With titles like Jesus of Montreal and Diary of a 
Country Priest, the series Journeys of Faith includes eight notable films, made between 
1950 and 1996, that have tackled the profound subject in eight very different ways. 

Film program coordinator John Ewing summarizes the series: “While the Vatican 
Treasures exhibition currently at the museum presents one specific manifestation of a human 
belief system — namely extraordinary Christian art — the great film directors in the last half of 
the 20th century have offered a diversity of sometimes iconoclastic portrayals of faith. Faith 
may not move any mountains in these eight movies, but it does a lot of other amazing things. 
These films affirm the power of the spirit, in which belief transforms or transcends the 
physical world. Here is some truly transcendent filmmaking.” 

Some of the films focus explicitly on nuns, priests, and saints. One is based on the 
Bible. Others are surprisingly irreverent. Two Danish films condemn religious hypocrisy and 
close-mindedness while suggests a link between madness and belief. A Russian epic trans- 
ports the viewer on a grueling existential odyssey before arriving at a hard-won affirmation. 
The films come from six countries and include great works by some of the cinema’s true 
masters, including Andrei Tarkovsky, Carl Dreyer, and Robert Bresson. The films, in order 
of screening, are Stalker (Wednesday, April 4), Breaking the Waves (Friday, March 6), The 
Gospel According to St. Matthew (Wednesday, March 1 1), Jesus of Montreal (Friday, March 
13), Ordet (The Word) (Wednesday, March 18), Therese (Friday, March 20), Miracle in 
Rome (Wednesday, March 25), and Diary of a Country Priest (Friday, March 27). All begin 
at 7:00. Admission to each is $6, $3 for CMA members. 


(film details on reverse...) 
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Stalker 

Wednesday, March 4, 7:00 

(USSR, 1979, color/b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 160 min.) Directed by Andrei Tarkovsky. Mesmerizing sci-fi epic 
about a guide who leads two intellectuals into the “Zone,” a forbidden and mysterious region where one’s 
innermost desires come true. 

Breaking the Waves 

Friday, March 6, 7:00 

(Denmark/France, 1996, color, subtitles, 35mm, 159 min.) Directed by Lars Von Trier, with Emily Watson, 
Stellan Skarsgard, and Katrin Cartlidge. A naive young wife believes that her promiscuity will save her injured 
husband’s life. This wrenching tale of sex and salvation, degradation and deliverance, won an Oscar nomination 
for newcomer Watson. “The most extraordinary film to emerge from Europe in the ‘90s.” -Entertainment 
Weekly. Rated R. 

The Gospel According to St. Matthew 

Wednesday, March 11, 7:00 

(Italy/France, 1964, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 135 min.) Directed by Pier Paolo Pasolini, with Enrique Irazoqui. 
This simple, austere, beautiful movie — widely regarded as the best life of Jesus on film — features a cast of non- 
professionals and an eclectic musical soundtrack encompassing Bach and Billie Holiday. 

Jesus of Montreal 

Friday, March 13, 7:00 

(Canada/France, 1989, color, subtitles, 35mm, 119 min.) Directed by Denys Arcand, with Lothaire Bluteau. 
Controversy ensues when an obscure actor stages an unconventional Passion Play. “(A) deeply spiritual movie 
that is great, rollicking iunT-Los Angeles Daily News. Rated R. 

Ordet ( The Word) 

Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 

(Denmark, 1955, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 125 min.) Directed by Carl Dreyer. Religious differences tear apart a 
farm family in this transcendent masterpiece about orthodoxy and true faith. From a play by Kaj Munk. 

Therese 

Friday, March 20, 7:00 

(France, 1986, color, subtitles, 16mm, 91 min.) Directed by Alain Cavalier, with Catherine Mouchet. Spellbind- 
ing account of a dreamy teenager’s journey from Carmelite convent privations to sainthood. From the director of 
Tous les Matins du Monde. “(A) great enquiry into the operation of divine grace in our daily lives.” -Time Out 
Film Guide. 

Miracle in Rome 
Wednesday, March 25, 7:00 

(Colombia, 1988, color, subtitles, 35mm, 80 min.) Directed by Lisandro Duque. A bereaved father goes to Rome 
to get his deceased young daughter canonized when her exhumed, long-dead body shows no signs of decomposi- 
tion. From a story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 

Diary of a Country Priest 

Friday, March 27, 7:00 

(France, 1950, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 120 min.) Directed by Robert Bresson. Rigorous but rewarding tale of a 
young rural priest, dying of cancer, who finds grace while ministering to his first parish. From the novel by 
Georges Bemanos. 
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